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I ERMON, | Ke, 


PSALM CXIX. | 9. 


Wherewith ſhall a young man cleanſe bis way ? 
By taking heed thereta according to thy word. 


T is of the utmoſt i importance to the benefit 
of ſociety, as well as to the preſent and 
everlaſting welfare of iadividuals, that the mind 
ſhould' be cultivated from the earlieſt period. 
And nothing will ſo eaſily and ſo effectually 
form it to virtue and piety, as early impreſſions 
from the plain and practical truths of the chriſ- 
tian revelation. Thus religion, under the bleſ- 
ſing of God, makes a natural progreſs, like all 
other uſeful branches of knowledge and good 
habits; and thus it may be expected to take, 
the fulleſt and moſt laſting poſſeſſion of the 


heart. 
It is in this way of early iaſtruction and pa- 


rental education that the intereſt of religion is 
maintained in the world, and muſt be tranſ- 
mitted from age to age. Men converted to 
God from the path of ſin, in the middle part of 
life, have occaſionally been eminently uſeful, 
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have been ſhining lights in the church of Chriſt: 
But thoſe who are from childhood trained up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord are the 
regular and firm band by which it is maintained, 
And ſuch h 9 0 green moſt uni: 
Worm Trampldb of the e n tehper ih their 
converſation through life. The luſtre of the 
former has reſembled that bf a @met which 
draws univerſal attention, The influence of 
the” latter has more reſembled the natural and 
regular warmth and light of the ſun. God will 
ſurely reward the pious parents, who thus train 
up their children to virtue and religion, whe 
take the pleaſing charge of their inſtructi 


upon themſelves, who make their on houſes 


the nurſeries of wiſdom to them, and who, by 
the order and diſcipline of their own families, 


educate their underſtandings and their hearts 


to the knowledge and the love of virtue, do- 
meſtic happineſs and real piety: and they may hope 
that God will remember their faith, as he did 
Abraham's, in his gracious regard to their chil- 
dren for many generations. But when theſe 
molt important duties of the family are neg- 
lected, for the ſake of public diverſions or do- 
meſtic entertainments, it is not to be wondered 
at, if the young branches of the family early 
catch the infection, and the negledt of domeſtic 
education and diſcipline end in vice and ruin. 
Too much cannot be ſaid in favor of early fa- 
mily inſtruction. The/ propriety of it muſt ap- 


pear to every one who conſiders the teachable- 
neſs 


151 
neſs. and ductility of the mind at that age: and 
the benefit of it may be read in thoſe words of 


Solomon, train up a child in the way where · 

in he ſhould go, and when he is old he will not 
depart from it.. But it is not enough that the 
mind ſhould at that period receive religious in- 


ſtructions; means muſt be uſed. to continue and 


improve them. They will neceſſarily die away 
by degrees, if the culture of them is neglected 
or relaxed: and they are in danger of being 
totally eraſed as the mind advances in life, and 
enters into needful connections with a ſinful 
world. This is the ſeaſon of danger pointed to 
in the words of our text, and to which the 
pſalmiſt applies a very wile and kind advice. 
« Wherewith ſhall a young man cleanſe his 
way? By taking heed thereto according | to 
b. word.“ 


U The * bere propoſed deſerves a very 
ſerious conſideration. It is comparatively ealy to 
iaſtill the principles of religion, and to give them 
ſome force upon the conſciences of the young. 
Neither is it difficult ro maintain theſe impreſ- 
fions and encreaſe them by repeated leſſons and 
regularity of diſcipline, while the youth con- 
tinues ſecured from temptations, in the retire- 
ment and amidſt the order and good examples 
of a religious family. And there ſeems a na- 
tural and eaſy advance from theſe tendencies 
towards religion, or. from theſe beginnings of 
| | religion, 


197 
religion, as I would rather call them, to an eſta- 
bliſhed character in religion. The ſun, which riſes 
amidſt theſe promiſing appearances, is expected 
to ſhine more and more unto the perfect day. 
But the critical period now commences, when 
danger begins, when the principles of a good 
education are to be tried, when character is to 
be really fixed: and the awful queſtion in our 
text is now to be aſked: how ſhall a young 
man cleanſe his way? a youth that is growing 
up to manhood, that is entering into the world, 
that is to be no more under the parental eye, 
that without experience is to be expoſed to a 
thouſand dangers on the road of life, how ſhall 
he retain his virtuous and religious 9 
and keep himſelf clean ? 
be young man is in much danger from his om 
luſts and paſſions. At that age the paſſions riſe 
high, and grow impetuous. The mind, with- 
out experience and unaccuſtomed to reflection, 
is in purſuit of indulgence. And eager in this 
purſuit it is un willing to ſuſpect any evil, how- 
ever warned, and prone to entertain the moſt 
groundleſs hope of good. In ſome, one paſſion 
prevails above all others; but let it be remem - 
bered, every human mind is the ſeat of every 
paſſion and every luſt; and when a young man 
ſallies out into the world, thus hot in temper 
and incautious of danger, he is very liable 
to err ; and happy it is, to have had theſe 
paſſions early reſtrained by a good education, 
awed 
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zawed by 2 religious one, and guided by a wiſe 
and prudent one. 
The young man is in mie danger of being cor- 
enpted by the temptations of a gay and ſenſual 
world. Theſe | temptations meet him in every 
Ration, and in every path of human life; yea, 
they do not wait till the idle and diſſipated 
youth ſeeks them in their lurking · places ; bur 
to the reproach of our police, they obtrude 
themſel ves upon the ſober and modeſt youth in 
open day, and in the public walk of life and 
buſineſs; they occur in every form that is likely 
to excite the paſſions, they addreſs his luſt, his 
vanity, his courage, and what the world call 
his honourz they flatter him with all fair pro- 
miſes of enjoyment and of ſecrecy and by theſe 
ways they beguile him into fin. But the de- 
luded youth, who may intend but for one time 
to gratify his curioſity or his luſt, is often drawn 
hereby for life into the path of ſin and miſery ; 
he calls himſelf happy, but he is ſurely going, 
like a fool, ta the correction of ſhame and of 
poverty; he feels himſelf for a moment gay and 
joyous, while his ſoul is in reality A 
of everlaſting deſtruction. | 

be young man is in much danger from 1he en- 
ticements and countenance of vicious companions. 
Natural modeſty, and the impreſſion of a vir- 
tuous education, will, for a while, reſiſt tempta- 
tion; and he cannot venture upon acts of wick- 
edoeſs and ſcenes of debauchery when alone, 
who 


H .. | 
who is ſoon led boldly up to them under the 
conduct and countenance of ſinful companions. 
But the wicked youth, who firſt with timidity 
and ſhamefacedneſs follows others to vicious 
practices, will ſoon become à leader: as well as 
a companion of fools. There is no occaſion at 
preſent to ſay how it is that meu of viee have 
fo much zeal, and men of virtue have often- 
times ſo little, in ſupport of their reſpective prac- 
tices in the world; but the fact is clear and 
fiequent. When a youth hath his mind quite 
debauched, by ſinful practices and prophane 
principles, he comes forth a bold advocate for 
wickedneſs ; and the labour of his life, and the 
ambition of his wit, are to decoy the unwary, to 
ſeduce the innocent, to ſpread the principles 
and practices of infidelity and prophaneneſs as 
far as he can. The character indeed is not new 
Solomon hath exactly deſcribed the ſpirit of the 
party many ages ago, and thus warns young 
perſons of the danger of their company: 
« Enter not into the path of the wicked, 
go not into the way of evil men; avoid it, paſs 
not by it, turn from it, paſs away ; for they 
ſleep not except they have done miſchief, yea, 
their ſleep is-taken from them except they cauſe 
ſome to err.” The buſineſs of life muſt lead 
young men into the world, but it is of great 
importance to have them warned of the danger 
which will ariſe from contracting friendſhip, 
or even keeping company, with perſons of 


vicious 


[9] | 
vitious characters; ſuch connections always load 
hien with diſhonour, and alſo lay a ſnare for his 

ſoul. The ſinner's , progreſs, through vice to 
ruin; commonly begins with his uncautious en- 
trance into bad company. | 

From theſe conſiderations, the A in our 
text returns with force upon us: Mberewitbh 
ſhall a young man cleanſe bis way? and the young 
man will ſhew his virtue and wiſdom, who goes 
himſelf very ſeriouſly with this important queſ- 
tion to that God of grace, who hath declared, 
J love them that love me, and iy that * me 


early ſhall find ne. 


U. A is from that divine fountain that this 
anſwer, is returned to us, which we are now to 
conſider and recommend, viz. By taking beed 
thereto according to thy word. David probably 
ſaid this, upon his own experience of the 
power of the word of God, for this purpoſe; and 
therefore he recommends it not only as the beſt 
means of ſecuring the religious principles, and 
conduct of thoſe: who had been educated in the 
fear of God; but he aſſures us that it would be 
an effectual one: and what David found to be 
his ſecurity amidſt the numerous temptations of 
his elevated youth, and his future wealth and 
power and royalty, will be an equal ſecurity to 
every young mind, in every circumſtance and 
ſituation of life. The leſſons of the word of 
God convey principles of virtue and inſtructions 
5 5 1 
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of grace, that will equally apply themſelves for 
our direction, in whatever ſtation we may be 
fixed by divine providence; and in every ſtation 
they are equally uſeful and neceſfary : and the 
excellency of the word of God for this purpoſe, 
will clearly appear by conſidering the purity of 
its precepts, the importance and power of its 
doctrine, the amiable and animating examples 
of holineſs with which it abounds, and the 
glorious method of ſalvation and everlaſting fe- 
licity which it opens upon the world in the me- 
diation of Chriſt. aq 

x. The precepts of the word of God will afford 
the belt admonitions and rules for this purpoſe. 
The book of Proverbs is full of wiſe and af- 
fectionate inſtruction, for the moral conduct of 
youth; and affords not only profitable admo- 
nitions of the dangers and temptations to which 
the young are expoſed, but animating exhorta- 
tions to that ambitious purſuit of wiſdom which 
ought early to fire their minds. The whole fcrip- 
ture is allo highly inſtructive to them; where - 
ever they read, leſſons of virtue and religion lie 
before them, and they have line upon ſine, and 
precept upon precept. There are alſo ſome pe- 
culiar qualities in theſe divine precepts, which 
ſhew their ſuperiority to any other; they have 


an awful authority in them as the precepts of 
God, and what are to be obeyed under the 
fear of his anger; there is a purity and majeſty 
in taem which command our-reverence, and at 


( 11 ) 

the ſame time a plainneſs and ſimplicity, that 
bring them to the capacity of the youngeſt and 
loweſt underſtanding; they are alſo admirably 
addreſſed to our hearts, and Jay reſtraints upon 
thoſe paſſions from which our actions iſſue; and 
they are always leſſons of kindneſs to us; the 
young man may clearly ſee they are commanded 
for his good, and written not ſo much with the 
pen of authority as of benevolence and grace. 
And if theſe precepts are often read in the-book 
of God, and thereby committed to memory and 
as it were laid up in the heart, the princ ple and 
ſpirit of them will give ample caution and di- 
rection in all the duties and dangers of life; and 
he will have the ſafeſt and wiſeſt counſel, whoſe 
mind ' humbly and * conſulted the word 
of God. 

2. The word of God abounds „ great and 
pleaſing examples of holineſs and devotion, from 
which youth may gather uſeful inſtruction, and 
an ardour and virtue in religious duty which 
will be of fingular benebr through life: the doc- 
trines, which are dry and cold in the precept, 
become animated and engaging in examples of 
eminent worth. The ſtory of Joſeph ought al- 
ways to be put at the head of theſe, By retain · 
ing firmly the principles and habits of his reli- 
gious education, he was preſerved amidſt the 
greateſt temptations to idolatry and vice, and 
will to all ages be an admirable proof of the 
ſtrength of religious principle, and the protec- 

B 2 tion 
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tlon and bleſſing of divine providence upon thoſe 
who are reſolutely virtuous; - The example of 
Solomon was great, becauſe, when a young 
man, and a wealthy and powerful king, he de- 
voted himſelf to the acquiſition of knowledge 
and the ſervice of God, and choſe wiſdom in 
preference to riches or beauty; and there was 
laid the foundation of his future honour and 
uſefulneſs. The three young men, whoſe ory; 
is told in the third chapter of Daniel, ſhew how 
ſuperior real virtue and religion are, under. the, 
favor of God, to all the temptations of the 
world; theſe are firm. and fixed againſt. all 
allurements and threats: and it is a falſe religion 
and a virtue unworthy, of the name that are ever 
in league with ſin, or that can ever condeſcend 
to accommodate themſelves to the practices of a 
vitious age. There is an heroiſm in the charac- 
ters now quoted, which. confirms the youthful 
mind in the veneration and practice of righte- 
ouſneſs and godlineſs, and ſets his heart againſt 


vice, however recommended by the example or 
authority of the world. In like manner the 
beauty, honour, and pleaſure of early and emi- 


nent religion are to be read in the examples of 
Samuel, who was from a child devoted to God; 
of Joſiah, whoſe heart was impreſſed in the 
greateſt degree by the law of God, amidſt all the 
ſplendors of an ungodly court; and of the young 
man in the goſpel, who attracted ſo ſtrongly the 


affection of Jeſus, * haying kept the law of 
God 


1 1 
God from his youth, and by approaching the 
divine author of the goſpel with ſo ſerious an 
enquiry what he ſhould do to be ſaved. But 
the volume of facred biography is open to 
every eye, and affords illuſtrious examples of 
every kind. I was formed,” ſaith the great 
Milton, to à moſt early eſteem for virtue and 
deteſtation of vice, by reading examples of he- 
roic chaſtity, generoſity; and picty.“ The young, 
gentleman who has not been fired. with the love 
of virtue and of his country, by reading the 
great examples which lie befure him in the claſ- 
| fic-pages, has ill improved the benefit of a liberal 
education: but what muſt we think of the 
chriſtian youth, whoſe heart does not always 
burn with zeal for God and holineſs, whenever 
he reads theſe brighter examples of religion and 
every divine virtue in the word of God. 


3. The word of God holds up to our view 
many religious doctrines, which have the greateſt 
force in preſerving the mind from all youthful 
ſins. It teaches the young man to put God al- 
ways before him; to recollect his omniſcience 
and omnipreſence wherever he goes, in the 
molt ſecret places and actions of his life, and 
even when he 1s indulging the inward thoughts 
and paſſions and purpoſes of his heart; to revere 
God in his governing providence over him in 
every circumitance of his life, and as able to do 
all things for him; to contemplate and worſhip 
this glorious God always in his unſpotted righ- 

f teouſneſs 
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lenges attention to it in theſe words of Solomon; 


+ 4 
L 
reouſneſs and goodneſs, goodneſs and righteouſ- 
neſs in perfect harmony and exerciſe in every 
act of his divine government. The word of Go 
alſo reveals a ſolemn day of judgment, and chal- | 


Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thine 
heart theer thee in the days of thy youth, and wall 
in the way of thine beart and in the fight of thine 


eyes, but know thou that for ull theſe things God 


will bring thee into judgment. The word of God 
alſo brings all the ſolemnity of an eternal 
world, and its everlaſting rewards and puniſh- 
ments, to give a farther lanEion t to 1 n 
an duties of rel gion. 

Nothing will give ſuch vigor and — and 
permanence to our religious temper and chriſ- 
tian obedience, as theſe ſanctions of ſcripture 
theſe habitual appeals to God in his providence 
over us, his judgment of us, and retributions to 
us in a future and everlaſting ſtate. Human 
nature in every ſtage of life greatly needs them, 
but they are of fingular uſe and efficacy in re- 
ſtraining and directing the paſſions — conver- 
_ of the eee mind. 


tz 


4. 1 is worthy of particular obſervation 
that the goſpel way of ſalvation, with all the doc- 
trines of grace and promiſes of glory which are 
connected with it, is of the greateſt force to cleanſe 
the heart from fin, and form the minds of youth 


to the higheſt character of v virtue and 475 
4 


„ 
It is degrading to the divine buſineſs of the 
goſpel, and weakens the force of its doctrines 
to ſuppoſe, that it is merely a revelation of reli- 
gious truth, or a ſyſtem. of holy precepts ſent 
down from heaven for our inſtruction. . It 
tains a wonderful and gracious method of ſalva - 
tion, which the wiſdom and mercy of God have 
determined upon through Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
benefit of ſinful men; and the great doctrines 
and promiſes of it have a cloſe connection with 
the offices of this great mediator and Saviour z 
we ſee this mediation, of Chriſt beginning ia. the 
wonderful humility of his incarnation, executing 
through the whole courſe of his miniſtry on 
earth, nobly carried on in the atonement, whick 
he made for fin by the death of the croſs, moſt 
happily advancing by his glorious reſurtection 
from the grave, and aſcenſion to heaven, and 
to be finally compleated by his auguſt appear- 
_ ance to judge the world, and receive the faith- 
ful ſervants of God to their everlaſting felicity. 
Nothing is of greater importance than for young 
people to be well inſtructed in this plan of re- 
demption; to gain clear conceptions of the wiſe 
and gracious deſign with which God appointed 
it; and to view its ſeveral parts in their plain 
and natural connection with each other. The 
young man may very ſafely overlook the futile 
queſtions and deep thoughts, . as they are called, 
of polemical writers upon this ſubje& ; they will 
contribute nothing to his ſalvation; but the 
ſcrip- 
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| ſcripture ſtory of the amazing "humility and 


grace of this divine Saviour, will 'be highly in- 
ſtructive as well as affecting; connected with 
the wonderful offices of his mediation, all the 
precepts, and doctrines, and promiſes of the 
goſpel will appear in a more pleaſing light, will 
acquire new power over his heart, and give 
greater ſtability to his chriſtian faith and hope. 
We well know the pleaſing energy which the 
machinery, as it is called, gives certain human 


compoſitions; much more does the hiſtory of 


thoſe real interpoſitions of God, in the perſon of 
his Son Jeſus, give energy to every truth of the 
goſpel, and efficacy to its great deſign: hence 
it is that the doctrine and promiſes of Chriſt 


take the government of the human mind, ſanc- 


tify the whole temper, and lead us moſt 
powerfully to the adoration and love of God, 


the imitation of Chriſt, and the purſuit of 


heavenly glory; thus it is, that the goſpel is 
the power of God and the wiſdom of God unto fal- 
vation, and that it is mighty through God to caſt 


| down imaginations, and every bigb thing that ex- 


' alteth itſelf againſt the knowledge-of God, and to 

bring into capiivity every I" to the Ons 

ICH. © 
| 3 ; 

© The addrefo to the children and hs — 

of the charity, are omitted in this publication as unneceſ- 


ſary, and the following directions for Ae the 4 
tures are inſerted i in their ſtead. A 


: 11. In 


t } 


HI. fa order to give the word of God this In- 


Abence upon du? minds, the following {thoughts 


aft Tbpgefted for dur ditection. 


It is highly important to read the ſeriptutes 


With attention and knowledge. It is a Ve beg 
Agent and fruitleſs way, which is however in 
common practice, of reading from time to time 
unconnected chapters of ſcripture, and confining 
ourſelves to a chapter at à time; this may ſug- 


gelt uſeful hints to one Who is well acquainted | 


With this facred book, and knows the connection 
br All its parts; and may anſwer the purpoſe of 
refreſhing the mind, by the recollection of com- 
fortable paſſages of it. But the young man, 
who 'wifhes to underſtand the word of God, 

mult read ir progreflively ; every hiſtorical book 
Mobld be read in irs place, and the poetical 
books of the Old Teſtament ſhould be read im- 


mediarely after rhe hiſtory of the times to which 


they refer; in like manner the goſpels of the 
New Teſtament ſhould be read through, before 
we 2dvithce to the acts df the apoſtles, and the 
epiſties will be read over wich mote utiderſtand- 
ing, if e ate in perfect tecollection of the kif- 
tory of the «Rs. - It is highly ptoper alſo that 
ve mould read this facred bock as' we do'othets, 
by large portions at a time; and if we muſt 
Bie of in che riddle of a book, let it be done 
Nen any attention to the diyiſion of dur chap- 

C ters; 
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\profitable.reading x the ſcripture, is a conſtaꝑt 


1 


ters; but only where the ſubje&t ſeems to break 


for thoſe who formed the bible into chapters cone 
ſulred the time or patience of the reader, 1 

than his benefit. Thus reading the ſacred writ- 
ings, they will be intelligible and uſeful, and 
every important truth will clearly riſe before 
the mind, and be ſeen in its natural and proper 
connection with others. The clear knowledge 
and perfect harmony of religious truths are of 
much importance, to ſtrengthen our faith in them 
and their practical influence over us; but the 
things of ſcripture which are not underſtood, 
or which lie in confuſion and contradiction to 
one another before our eyes, will have. very 
little weight as practical principles. A ſhort ex- 
poſitor is ſtill wanting, and is much to be de- 
fired, that would clear the young man's way 
through the real difficulty of the ſcripture, 
without perplexing him with diſputed and uſe- 
leſs queſtions ; and an expoſitor, that did only 
explain the antient cuſtoms and hiſtories, to 
which the language of ſcripture muſt neceſſarily 
refer, and acquaint the Engliſh reader with the 
idioms of thoſe languages, would remove almoſt 
all the objections that infidelity hath, made. to 
theſe writings as dark and incredible a mr. 


thy of God. 


Another direction of equal i importance to. the 


regard 


4 412 — 


1 9 3 


| regard. to the a authority of it. There are 
palpable evidences of the miraculous interpoli- 
tions of God, enforcing the law of Moſes upon 
the \ſraclites, and recommending the goſpel 
doctrine and way of ſalvation to the whole 
world; with theſe every young perſon ſhould be 
generally , acquainted ; and there are ſeveral 
ſmall publications of this ſort that will give him 
ſufficient information upon the ſubject. Now 
theſe miraculous interpolitions of God, of every 
kind, add a peculiarity to the ſcriptures of the 
old and new teſtament, God hath hereby put 
put his authority into all the precepts. and doc- 
trines here taught; and under this impreſſion the 
ſcripture ought always to be read: this will give 
new force to all its amiable and important doc- 
trines. Bur the more particular uſe of theſe 
miracles, i is to demand our attention, and create 
faith in thoſe great doctrines of the ſcripture, 
which declare a future ſtare and a day of judg- 
went; and to engage our chearful dependance 
on all the ſaving offices of that Meſſiah, - 
whom God hach announced to be his beloved 
Son by a voice from heaven. I would ther: fore 
charge the ydung man to read the bible as the 
word of God, and attend to the great doctrines 
of it, as enforced upon his regard by the commad 
of his creator: yea, I would rather invite him F 
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to tead the delightful doctrines and promiſes of 


the go ſpel, as containing rivileges ſent, down 
from heaven for the comfort and ſalvation « 

ſinful men; let him hold the new teſtament in 
bis hand with thankfulneſs to God for 4 it 3 let 


him call i the charter of infinite valde, upon | 


which are founded his immortal and heavenly 


| hopes; let him el e em it as the higheſt privi- 


lege, that God hath been pleaſed, to confirm 
its doctrines and promiſes by the ſeal of phe Hy 
that he may read it in the full aſſuraice « of aith. 


Faith j is the thing, chat mult give force to [crip- 


ture, and enable us to derive comfort from it; 
and when read with faith, the goſpel \ will.) pour 
the nobleſt conſolations and _dicllings upon the 
human mind. "TR 

Let the young man, therefore, re adt the ſerip- 
ture as a ſacred, privilege, and let him conſider 
that his advantage by it will reſult, not from 
mere reading or even un Jerftanding i it but from 
the practical regard he | pays "10 1 Ie is given 
him for his good, Tor his moral 1 impre vement, 
and moral conſolation ; it is capable, of being 
improved, not only to renew his mind to bol 
neſs, and reſtore him to the Paradiſaic {tate of 
piety, and virtue, and happineſs; but t. to raiſe 
him to immorral felicity, ang an advancement 
to inconceiveable perfection in the heavenly 
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ly direct . 4 thing 

„ 9nly direct and entreat one thing moge. and 

te that the | lacred A 

Bn 758 to, \God fo ACN 

ſtand andi e them. \Prover, 

5 every undertaking of out — aye 
$ fecurred, 89.10. every. gnditiomo and under 

qyery, circumſtance of pur, log: ie br world. It 

is a moſt Folens means. f di 

and comfqrs 4p. us <ycry.day'y, bus. it ann ne ver 


be more properly, and uſcfully y&d; than-wbes 
we are reading the word of God, fitting under 


its moral inſtructions, and ſeeking the way of 


ſalvation by its directions: prayer compoſes the 


mind to ſcarch for religious truth with ſeriouſ- 
neſs; it checks that pride of heart in which men 
are apt to controvert the wiſdom of ſcripture 


with a wanton and captious humour; it removes 


that unfeeling ſtate of mind which is unimpreſ- 
ſible by every moral and religious, truth ; and it 
obtains from God thoſe aſſiſtances of grace, 
which we all need to give the doctrines of ſcrip- 
ture their full per to ſanctify and comfort our 
fouls. Where can we be led ſo naturally for 
aſſiſtance in this important buſineſs ? and where 
can we apply with ſo much hope of effectual 
relief as to that great and gracious God, who is 
the fountain of light and comfort ? who gave 
us our moral powers, who hath put us upon 
theſe important enquiries after his favour and 
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erk, Spa wot our pe ork 12 be 

ur ff Doty pin it to them bf aft #? Prayet tor 
aſſiſtance cannot be 00 fob led and 
we faceeſs of it too mch de upon; büt 
it is not to own our ehquittes and belt 
endeavours, but toencourage and quicken them: 
we are ſure every effort of ours Marr tilt advatice 
the work of falyation, where we make it 4 aujpice 
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